IEVEN years Im il 2008, &
mpmﬂmwumﬂumﬂwmt
bl to discuss the selection ol a
vinning design to rebulld New
street statlon and what ls nosw ealled
srand Central.

ting the presentations
il the world's finest architects were
wpresentatives of those bodies whao
were funding a dream to bulld o
somplex which, they hoped would

acar-collapse of the banking system
pcross the world and as the

horse of Lioyds gobbled up Bank of
Scotland and Halliax - some
thought the world had ended !
During my lifetime | have
witnessed the depressing image of
Mew Street station and how poordy it
welcomed the millions of visitors
and commuters tooa clty whilch,
following the decline of some if iis
tracitional industries, was ° pulling
ltsell up by its boot- " 10 build
o new economic base. We had bailt

Those who had gathered around
ithat table included Network Rail,
Centro, Birmingham City Council
and the former AWM, They were
each looking for the same ending
it had different expectations, &
first class transport hub, an iconic
building and value for money. | was

enstire that the jourmey which
wotldd end with the spectacular
apening a week or so woikld
l.tE':'l mﬁll-le H;htm:hﬂm-
lonking for im on thie
Birmingham skyline, benefit for
= and citizens,
aff ity and ...would work
The announcement of Foreign
Office Architects winning
chosen from a range of architects
who between them designod
Berlin's train station, the
International Alrport at Carmasoo,
the Yokohama Intemnational
Terminal and the high speed

> The new Grand Central shopping centre in Birmingham, which opened for business last week

Great cities
need two
mgredients — water
and shopping...

comiplex | Florence - phew what
talent - there caome the usunl erles
from some of our cltlzens of “why
do we need such a complex”, “what
& waste of money” and lhntluwlf
comment “ancther white elephant”
| had been there before.

Having led the teams which
developed the 1CC, Hall
and Millennium Point, | had faced
the wrath of the 'doomsters’ - some
of them politicians, and those who
woitld do nothing and just hope for
the best, Well they have been
proved wrong as Birmingham hl:
driven kel forward
best of the vision of Joseph
Chamberlain over a century ago.,

There are always cholces about
spending and [nvestment, &t the
end of the day those cholces
depend on a strong successful
commerclal foundaton which
throughout history our city has

enjoyed. Ve led our nation n the
industrial revolution, we werne
market leaders in the building of the
m:nrﬂuntlmmw:mmm‘

i Wi 'Ih!mruﬂ.
bashing the Midlands
and whilst sorme of those industrics

have embraced change remaining a
strong force, they will never again
employ the vast numbers wor

the factory line,

Change is not something for
someone else, it affects each of us,
young and old and there is no betier

of a hugely dramatic
change than the ransformation of
New Sitreel stathon.

It addds 1o the attraction of a
compact and exciting cliy cenire, It
glves millions (rom mbes around
our region another reason to visi
and enjoy the shopping experience
in Bullring. in the shops on the
streets, In Grand Central and very
shorly in & brand mew Mailbox.

We now need our local
councillom across the West
Midlands to embrace change and
join together to build & municipal
‘complex’ around the core of a
strong Greater Birmingham, bury
the civic egos and give our region

the leadership it deserves and fior
which it is ot

Great cities need two Ingredisnts
= wirteT mnl Look mround
the world and you see how true
this is. Dur canal system has come
alive again w0 there's plenty of water
and the opening of Grand Central
completes a shopping experience

many cities will efvy.
In recent monihs | have been a

regular traveller to and from the
statbon and am full of admiration for
the skill and planning which
ensuncd that it was "business as
usual’ during the extensive bullding
work under wiy. So if
commuting through New Street, or
travelling o and from Birmingham
from across the nation or beyond
our shores, (o do business, enjoy o
concert or attend a conference or
juast want o mect and greet, | hope
yoou will share - | didn't
build a brick or do anything except
be at the starting line, and we
should congratulaie the designers,
the planners, the engineers and
everyone who wore a hard hat, on
“a job well done’

Sir Bernard Zlssman was
chalrmian of the New Street deslgn

judging panel



